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Dear Parents

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Mrs Green on 
her nomination as Principal of the College, effective from 
1 January 2022. Mrs Green has served our school with 
utmost dedication and excellence since 2009. We extend 
our prayers and full support to Mrs Green as she prepares 
for her new, most significant role, to strategise and lead 
Waterfall College together with her management team 
into this new era.

What a wonderful term it has been with regard to: 
• our happy, respectful and motivated students
• our caring, proactive and highly efficient teachers
• the beautiful indigenous campus environment, lending  
 itself to outdoor activities
•  the amazing progress of the STEAM centre for the new 
 Science laboratories, and classrooms for EGD, Design, 
 Mathematics and Commerce. Thank you to our PAG 
  chairperson, Mr Harrison, for the beautiful aerial pics 

he has taken.
Great news is that, just one term into the year, we 

have attracted a record number of applications for 
Grade 8 2022. We will finalise enrolments from the 
Prep at the end of this month, with available places 
then being allocated to students on our waiting list. 
Over the past few months, it has been a pleasure for us 
to show almost 100 families around our school.

I would like to thank our marketing team, Hayley and 
Beth, for their phenomenal input with regard to arranging 
the online College information meeting for Prep Grade 7 
parents, the virtual College tour and the online feedback 
from individual management members. It is wonderful 
for members of the public to have access to first-hand 
information regarding the heart and soul of our school. 

Following the first two weeks of online lessons, 

students and teachers alike were grateful to be back on 
campus. In order to counter the effect of Covid-19 on 
school spirit, a drive is underway to build enthusiasm for 
both sport and cultural activities. The first event in this 
was the interhouse cross country, which took place on 
Wednesday, 24 March, with students running or walking 
the track in their house colours to earn points for their 
sports houses. 

Online extra lessons are in full swing and have 
provided great support for some of our students. 
The emphasis of these lessons is to provide further 
assistance from qualified teachers to students who 
require additional input, at a reduced rate. Should 
parents have any queries, please contact the office.

Once again, I would like to extend sincere thanks and 
gratitude for the support, cooperation and prayers that 
we receive from our parents and the ‘Moms that Pray’. 
May you and your families enjoy a wonderful, relaxed 
and safe Easter holiday.
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We were proud to celebrate the Class of 2020, who added 
their names to the College’s tradition of a 100% IEB 
Matric pass rate, 17 years running. “Congratulations to 
the class of 2020 for their outstanding efforts to maintain 
the standard of academic achievement set by previous 
College Matrics. Sincere thanks and gratitude are 
extended to our dedicated teachers for their role in this 
great success,” said Principal Jeanette Van Der Merwe.

These results are particularly noteworthy considering 
the context in which the Class of 2020 wrote their final 
exams – after months of lockdown and with uncertainty 
in so many aspects of their lives. 

Special mention goes to top achievers Ruby Reim 
and Kyle Waterston. Jamie-Leigh Pereira and Hannah 
de Chalain were named in the top 1% for Mathematical 
Literacy nationwide in the IEB NSC examinations. 

“Wow! Despite all the challenges faced in such an 
interesting year, 2020 was bursting with success,” said 
student Kyle Waterston. “Waterfall College taught me 
that hard work pays off and that anything you put your 
mind to is achievable. We couldn’t have made it through 
Matric without the tremendous work of the dedicated 
and passionate teachers. I will miss this very special 
school, which will always hold a special place in my heart.”

CONGRATULATING THE 
CLASS OF 2020

STEAM CENTRE UPDATE

The College STEAM Centre is coming along nicely, 
with the roof on and the external plastering 
completed. “Our teachers cannot wait to bring life 
to this incredible new facility, which will include two 
laboratories for Physical Sciences and Life Sciences,” 
says Mrs Van. 

This will be a space where advanced technological 
skills will be developed through the Sciences, EGD, 
Design and Mathematics – preparing our students to 
make a positive contribution to their communities, 
whatever the future holds. The centre should be in use 
in the second half of 2021.
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BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE

The Physical Sciences department has been busy this 
term. I am a big believer in experimenting and learning 
by hands-on practicals. The Grade 8s have concluded an 
ecological survey of the Wetlands Area on our beautiful 
campus. They collected information on habitats, 
consumers and weather patterns. 

The Grade 9s have been studying chemical reactions. 
Learning to write chemical formulae and balance 
chemical reactions is no small feat. They completed the 
term by exploring the various reactions of metals and 

non-metals with oxygen. 
The Grade 10s have had an introduction to chemistry 

and the kinetic molecular theory, as well as the periodic 
table and writing chemical formulae. They ended this 
term by determining the speed of sound outside the 
Victor Daitz Centre. We made echoes and calculated the 
time for the sound to return to us... Using the distance 
from our position, we were able to calculate the speed of 
sound with a deviation of under 10%. And we disturbed 
all the lessons in the Victor Daitz centre while doing so!

The Grade 11s have spent an enormous amount of time 
learning about Newton’s Laws. They recently completed 
a practical to determine why water has such a high 
boiling point compared to other substances of a similar 
molecular weight. 

The Matrics are well into their preparations for the 
final exams. They have completed organic chemistry, 
preparing esters that made the science lab smell. They 
have also learned about momentum, and Jonty was able 
use his experience as an emergency responder to analyse 
car accidents and the forces involved. 

We cannot wait to move into our new science lab, 
hopefully by the third term! 

Mrs Goodrick

The 2021 school year began with the Grade 10 
Engineering Graphics and Design (EGD) class having 
lessons online. This is not ideal for a technical,  
hands-on subject, requiring drawing with instruments. 
However, with digital technology, we were able 
to overcome this and I am very excited to see the 
progress made by the students since we returned to 
campus. 

The Grade 10 students wrote their first Term 1 
cycle test and some good results were achieved, with 

three students recording 90%. Unfortunately, due to 
lockdown procedures, we have been unable to start 
CAD drawing, which we hope to do in Term 2 or 3.

The Grade 11 EGD class are off to a very encouraging 
start in what is a very busy and rather difficult year. In 
their Term 1 cycle test, results were pleasing and the 
competition for top marks is hotting up, with three 
students achieving 90% and five achieving 80%. We 
hope to continue CAD drawing in Term 2 or 3.

Mr Jackson

BUDDING ENGINEERS
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Students in the Arts & Culture and Design 
Departments have managed to keep up to date 
with their work and maintain their level of creativity 
despite the challenges of starting the term online.

 The Grade 8 and 9 students have produced some 
exceptional journal work, as well as some outstanding 
animal ink drawings.

For the senior Design students, the enthusiasm 
has been high and some excellent work has been 

produced. The term has ended with some beautiful 
workbooks from the Grade 10s, some stunning 
products and workbooks from the Grade 11s, as well 
as our Matrics working hard towards their  
final results. 

Despite all the challenges, we have had a successful 
term with some very pleasing results. We are eagerly 
waiting to move into our new Design classroom.

Mrs Webb

DESIGN

How delicious do these look? The Grade 11 Consumer 
Studies students made these spectacular Eclair’s made 
with Choux pastry. The pastry contains only butter, water, 
flour and eggs and instead of a raising agent, it employs 

high moisture content to create steam during cooking to 
puff the pastry. For the centre, they made confectioners 
custard using a double boiler and finished them off with a 
drizzling of melted chocolate.

CONSUMER STUDIES



Waterfall College Newsletter  |  Term 1 2021 5

The theme for Term 1 in many grades in the English 
Department is the work of the Bard of Stratford – William 
Shakespeare. Students in Grades 12, 11 and 9 started the 
year wondering why they were required to reach back 
to 17th-Century England, but by the end of the term are 
brimming with enthusiasm for the works of the Master. 

At Waterfall College, we try to bring these works to 
life by allowing our students to read the various roles 
and sometimes staff step in too. The highlight of the 
Grade 11 class was a rousing rendition of Lady Macbeth 
casting aspersions on Macbeth’s character and manhood 
delivered by Mr Troskie in true Scot style. 

The Grade 10s explored William Golding’s Lord of the 
Flies. Their eyes were opened to the rapid descent into 
violent discord that occurs on the island in the absence  
of order. This classic novel allowed them to analyse 
different leadership styles and the need for order and 
structure in a society. 

Our Grade 8s have used the term to settle in to the 
demands of English in a high school and they have begun 
to build the foundations of language skills that will see 
them through to Matric. It has certainly been a busy term 
in the English Department.

Mrs Lamplough

EXPLORING 
ENGLISH 

LITERATURE It is wonderful to see a strong tradition of Mathematics 
continued at the College. This March, Grade 8 to 11s 
wrote the first round of the Maths Olympiad.

In 2020, the following students made it through to the 
second round of the Maths Olympiad: 

GRADE 9:
Conor Henriques, Nathan Joubert, Lowethu Masango,
Roxanne Mundell, Aiden Smith and Anais Smith
 
GRADE 10:
Nathan Crow, Sabrina Kaiser, Annika van de Linde
and Samkelisiwe Xula
 
GRADE 11:
Aphiwe Mdluli, Jessica Meier and Lakia Petersen
 
GRADE 12:
Mikaya Gayadeen, Tristan Orwin and Jessi-Jade Wallet

MATHEMATICS 
OLYMPIADS

This term, we have focused on the routine aspects of 
Maths in Grade 10 and the financial aspects of Maths in 
Grade 11 and 12.

The recent budget speech provided much fodder for 
debate in our Matric lessons. There are so many things 
that our students need to learn about the economy and 
money. Once again, it highlights the need for us to be 
having family discussions around budget, bills, petrol and 
diesel prices, and the effect of changes in the economy 
on our South African population.

Both the Grade 11 and 12 groups have looked at some 
of the considerations around buying a house, with a 
light-hearted approach to various scenarios in Grade 11 
and a far more maths-based assignment in Grade 12. 
Through this, we aim to bring ‘real life’ into our Maths Lit 
classrooms, creating aware students with skills that can 
be used in everyday tasks.

Mrs Green

MATHEMATICAL 
LITERACY

This term, many students have benefitted from 
convenient and affordable private tuition to 

improve their academic results, whether 
to ensure a pass or to achieve an A. 

This is to supplement the incredible work 
that our teachers do in the classroom.

SUBJECTS: 
Grade 7-12: English, Afrikaans, 

isiZulu, Mathematics
Grade 10-12 only: Accounting, Physical Sciences,  

Life Sciences, History, Geography

COST: from R1 000 for a course of 8 lessons 
To find out more, call 031 710 1834.

WATERFALL
Online

PRIVATE TUITION
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PAINTING CLUB

Our History classes have had a range of interesting topics 
to cover this term and many students have found they 
enjoy the varied content. We have covered some World 
History as well as South African topics. 

The Grade 8s began by orientating themselves with 
Primary and Secondary sources, some having brought in 
original memorabilia from their families that they had at 
home. They were also able to create a virtual family tree, 
where many discovered that they need to go home and 
find out lots more finer details about their family history! 

The Grade 10s, who have chosen History as a subject, 
have delved into the history of some powerful empires, 
including the Ming Dynasty in China and the colonisation 

by the Spanish of the Aztecs and Inca. They have also 
started learning about the French Revolution, which is 
always a firm favourite. 

The Grade 11s have studied the colonisation of 
Australia, which many knew very little about, the science 
of Eugenics and are excited to begin their section on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Our Matrics have had many lively debates and 
discussions on the Women’s Liberation Movement and 
have enjoyed learning about the culture of the 1960s and 
70s in the USA. 

We look forward to another productive term in Term 2.
Mrs Bucke

HISTORY

This exciting new extra-mural has been incredibly popular. The students are taught to paint with acrylic on canvas 
in a fun and stimulating after school lesson. The step-by-step approach ensured that everyone produced a beautiful 
painting by the end of the course. The club has proved to be very popular and filled up quickly as students of all ages 

and abilities signed up. Don’t you love their finished products (below)? 
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TOASTMASTERS

At the College, we strive to prepare our students to 
make a positive contribution, wherever their passion 
lies. Toastmasters is a fantastic way to practise 
public speaking, improve your communication and 

build leadership skills, and that is why we offer the 
internationally-recognised course as an extra for our 
students. 15 Grade 10s and 11s had fun during their 
course, this term, gaining valuable skills in the process.

As Miss van Zyl takes over as senior hockey coach, 
we look forward to the 5-a-side inter-house hockey 
tournament early next term, for boys and girls. Together 
with sports coordinator Mr Smith, the goal is to further 
develop our students’ hockey skills.

Club activities are flourishing once again as 

students enjoy activities offered by the Fire and First 
Aid Club (pictured above, left), the JSE Investment 
Club and the Chess Club, which will be run by Noah 
von Brughan after school next term. As always, HOPE 
is flourishing and we thank Miss Cansfield and the 
committee for their tireless efforts.

SPORT AND EXTRA-MURALS
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On 19 February, the Grade 8s took part in their first  
team-building day as Waterfall College students. 
Angelo from Playworks Teambuilding and Training 
was a fantastic facilitator, setting activities that were 

challenging and engaging for the students, as they 
worked together to achieve the end result. They had 
a wonderful time, with lots of chatting, bantering and 
encouragement heard throughout the day.

GRADE 8 TEAMBUILDING
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On behalf of all our students and teachers, we would like 
to express our sincere gratitude to Mr Harrison, Chairman 
of the PAG, for arranging the parent ‘temperature 
recording’ roster. Thanks to all the parents who braved 
the elements and arrived extra-early to take students’ 
temperatures during the Level 3 precautionary period, 
earlier this term. This enabled our teachers to carry out 
essential morning duties to ensure a smooth, efficient 
start to the school day.

MORNING TEMPERATURES

Assemblies form an essential part of the College 
timetable as they provide opportunity for all 
students to gather together to keep abreast of school 
requirements and activities. Assemblies provide a 
platform for our students to receive well-earned 
awards for various achievements. 

We have reintroduced live assemblies for one grade per 
week, while other classes join the assembly online in 
their registration classes. 

Congratulations to students who have received 
academic colours, honours, step-up badges, gold badges, 
IEB SST certificates and sports awards this term.

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

MEDIA 
CENTRE

It has been fantastic to see students in the 
Media Centre again, enjoying time out before 

school and during break.Gold badges

Certificates of merit
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HOPE IN ACTION

One of the ways that we hope to improve the 
iThemba Campus experience for all our students, 
staff and visitors is by providing more shade to 
escape to in the heat of the day. This March, we 
planted a beautiful Albizia (Flat Crown) in the garden 
of the Victor Daitz Centre, with another one reserved 
for our new STEAM Centre. Thank you to Waterfall 
Prep mom Megan Howes for her assistance with this 
project. We look forward to nurturing these trees and 
watching them grow.

TREES FOR THE FUTURE

Cards and biscuits for the doctors and nurses of the Covid ICU, the 
Trauma ICU and the Medical Emergency Team at Albert Luthuli Hospital 

Making bags for the Jes Foord Foundation Making cards for Waterfall Gardens

Clothing collection

Tending the campus veggie garden Baby woollens and more thoughtful cards being made.
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Congratulations to Miss van Zyl, our Head of Afrikaans, 
who married Tylor Trenoweth on Saturday, 20 March. We 

wish you a lifetime of happiness together!

WEDDING 
BELLS

DATES TO 
DIARISE

MySchool 
A big thank you to every mom, dad, grandparent and 
friend of the school who contributed to raising R2,522.43 
for the schools in January and R3,423.38 in February. This 
will be used to buy recycled plastic benches to provide 
much-needed additional seating across the campus. 

HOW TO BECOME 
A SUPPORTER 

All you need to do is sign up for a MySchool card or 
update your beneficiaries to include ‘Waterfall College - 
KZN’ (you can have up to three beneficiaries). 
• Register online at https://www.myschool.co.za/  
 supporter/apply/  OR
• SMS the word “JOIN” and your name to 31231 (free  
 SMS) and a member of the MySchool team will call 
 you back OR
• Download the MySchool App from your app store 
 and sign up for a virtual card.

Then, remember to swipe your card when you shop at 
any of the participating retailers, including Woolworths, 
Engen, Builders and Bidvest Waltons. For a full list of 
MySchool partners, visit www.myschool.co.za/partners.

As a member of MySchool, you will also receive exclusive 
discounts and special offers.

If you already have a card, please take this opportunity to 
update your profile and ensure that ‘Waterfall College - 
KZN’ has been selected as one of your beneficiaries.

Thank you for your support. We look forward to sharing 
more news of how the funds are used to improve our 
schools. 

13 APRIL
TERM 2 BEGINS

27 APRIL
FREEDOM DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY

5 MAY
INTERHOUSE HOCKEY

20 MAY
INTERHOUSE NETBALL AND RUGBY (TBC)

16 JUNE
YOUTH DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY

18 JUNE 
WALKATHON

END OF TERM 2
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NEWS FROM THE PRE-PRIMARY

NEWS FROM THE PREP

Although the start of the year kept us separate and online, 
the Grade 7 learners returned to in-classroom teaching with 
great enthusiasm. They have adapted well to all the changes 
and additional protocols, and the continuous laughter and 
cheering that comes from the grade are a wonderful indicator 
of what the year will hold.

It has been surreal for some of the learners having Mr 
Cooper teach Mathematics this year. The learners are thrilled 
to experience the novelty of getting to know him in a different 
light and Mr Cooper has enjoyed getting to know them all too.

A new subject in Grade 7 is Economic Management Sciences 
and the learners have been exposed to quite a bit of business 
lingo, as well as analysing a municipal bill and creating pocket 

money budgets. That was interesting! 
Nearing the end of term, the grade took on the task of 

creating beautiful indigenous gardens in front of the Grade 4 
and 5 classrooms. It was a day of intense learning and manual 
labour that was thoroughly enjoyed by all. The concept came 
from a desire for the learners to get ‘hands-on experience’ 
relating to their current novel, Holes, in a positive and practi-
cal manner. The task incorporated skills of measuring, plant 
identification, reasoning, time management, teamwork… and 
digging!

We look forward to watching the gardens grow and develop 
over the year, just as the learners will grow and develop. 

Mrs Helm

Digging for treasure in graDe 7

We are proud of the immense perseverance and effort made by 
our team and children, this term. We’ve made a few sacrifices to 
our annual events, as a result of the pandemic, but we’ve still had 
lots of fun along the way.

INTERNATIONAL LEGO DAY:
Our little ones celebrated International Lego Day on 26 January! 
We simply love Lego and the benefits it offers our children, 
including social skills, problem solving and creativity.

VALENTINE’S DAY:
Despite not being able to celebrate with our annual cake sale, 
our little ones enjoyed dressing up in Valentine’s civvies and 
celebrating the love we all have for our school, friends and family.

SENSORY PLAY:
Our Violet Group (12 months+) love their sensory play and had an 
absolute “ball” with pockets filled with super fun water balls! 

WORLD BOOK DAY:
We celebrated World Book Day on 4 March, when everyone 
dressed up as their favourite story book characters! It’s always 
great to see the creativity and fun that parents have with 
making the costumes for their children. We also received a few 
lovely book donations towards our school library.

VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 2021
We are hosting our first Virtual Open Day for 2021 in April. 

If you have a younger child who is ready to start their journey 
on the campus or know of someone who is looking for a  
pre-school for their child, please feel free to spread the word. 
If you have any questions, please contact Sam on 031 710 1813 
or email info@waterfallpreprimary.co.za. We look forward to 
meeting you!
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SCRIPTURE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6-7


